
 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

FINGER LAKES GROUP SETS RECORD YEAR FOR GENERAL IRA C. EAKER 
AWARD WINNERS 

A record five awards are given during 2005 
 
 
Rochester, NY-- (January 15, 2006) Civil Air Patrol’s Finger Lakes Group is pleased to 
announce a record number of cadets receiving the General Ira C. Eaker award for 2005. 
Five cadets earned the award during the year, promoting them to Cadet Lieutenant 
Colonel in the Civil Air Patrol's Cadet Program. 
 
The first awardee of the year was in January to Cadet Thomas Hasard, earning award 
number 1,453. He is from Weedsport, New York, and is a member of the Canandaigua 
Composite Squadron. Hasard is currently attending Rutger University in the ROTC 
program.   
 
The second, third and fourth awardees of the year are from the Condor Composite 
Squadron in Perry, New York. The year’s second awardee was Cadet Bradley McGinnis 
from Warsaw, currently a sophomore at Castile Christian Academy, he received award 
number 1,510. Valerie Marsh from Perry, currently attending Pensacola Christian 
College, received award number 1,523; and Nathan King from North Java, currently a 
cadet at the United States Air Force Academy, earned award number 1,589.  
 
The last awardee received his award on December 31, 2005 – just in time to finish the 
year. Cadet Erik Johnson of the Rochester Composite Squadron received award 
number 1619. He is a Senior at Sutherland High School in Pittsford, and he has already 
enlisted with the New York Air National Guard in Niagara Falls. 

The General Ira C. Eaker Award, CAP’s newest award, denotes successful completion 
of all sixteen achievements and four phases of the Civil Air Patrol Cadet Program. It 
recognizes cadet completion of the academic, leadership, moral leadership and physical 
fitness curriculum in existence since 1964. The General Ira C. Eaker Award is the fourth 
milestone in the cadet program. This award is earned for completion of all sixteen 
achievements. Approximately 100 cadets per year complete Phase IV and will receive 
the Eaker Award. 
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This award honors the late Air Force General Ira C. Eaker, aviation pioneer, career 
military officer and one of the chief architects and visionaries of the US Air Force.  
 
Civil Air Patrol, the official Air Force Auxiliary, is a nonprofit organization with more than 
63,000 members nationwide. It performs 95% of continental U.S. search and rescue 
missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center. Volunteers also 
perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of 
federal, state and local agencies. The members take a leading role in aerospace 
education and serve as mentors to the almost 27,000 young people currently 
participating in CAP cadet programs.  
 
The Finger Lakes Group of CAP is the supervisory echelon of the five squadrons in the 
Group; Condor Composite Squadron, Rochester Composite Squadron, Canandaigua 
Composite Squadron, Batavia Cadet Squadron, and Rochester Senior Squadron. On 
the Web visit: www.nywg.cap.gov/flg 
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